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Dear Peter,
Signing on television — proposed changes

I am writing in response to Ofcom’s consultation on the provision of access to
signing by low-audience channels. This consultation is of particular relevance
to Discovery, given that the six of our channels which are currently subject to
the signing obligations all have less than a 1% audience share, and are
therefore directly impacted by Ofcom’s proposals.

As you know, Discovery recognises the concerns of the deaf and hard of
hearing community that access services remain relevant to their needs, and
has already given its support in principle to the scheme whereby the
resources spent by all broadcasters on sign-interpreted programming are
pooled together and put towards the costs of sign-presented programming in
a signed-zone on the Community Channel.

The Community Channel signed-zone appears to be the most credible and
widely supported solution to the problems identified in the consultation; and
the proposal for an initial £20,000 contribution per channel per year is
reasonable and proportionate. As previously noted, however, it is important
that licensees are given clarity on the financial contributions that they will be
required to make to the scheme going forward, and mechanisms are put in
place to cap future increases in order to provide planning certainty.
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