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Stop listening to one or more of the stations you already listen to

Listen to the new station by listening less to ones you already listen to

Listen to this station in addition to the stations you already listen to and listen to the radio longer
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BBC Radio 2 19% 24% 14.5% 16.35% 150,000 

BBC Merseyside 15% 21.6% 15% 12.75% 130,000 

All  BBC 52%  ------- ------- 48.75% 650,000 
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105.9 JACK fm – Liverpool 
 
 Format Outl ine 
Stat ion Name 105.9 JACK fm – Liverpool 
Licence Area 
 

Liverpool and surrounding areas 
(as defined in licence advertisement) 

Frequency 105.9 (to be confirmed by Ofcom) 
Hours of  Broadcast  24 hours a day (all programming locally made) 

 

 Defini t ions 
Speech excludes advertising, trails, sponsor credits and the like and 

will be calculated over the period specified. 

Music 
 

percentages are calculated as a percentage of the total 
tracks broadcast in the specified period. 

Peak t ime(s) refers to weekday breakfast and PM Drive output, and 
weekend late breakfast. 

Dayt ime is 0600 to 1900 weekdays and 0800 to 1400 weekends.  

Local ly made refers to output produced and presented from within the 
licence area and must include peak time. 

 Character of Service  
 

A VARIETY ROCK MUSIC STATION FOR LIVERPOOL AND THE SURROUNDING AREA 
AIMED PRIMARILY AT PEOPLE AGED 40 TO 59 YEARS, WITH REGULAR LOCAL 
NEWS, SPORT AND INFORMATION. SPEECH WILL BE MOST CONCENTRATED 
DURING WEEKDAY PEAK TIMES, WITH A MUSIC-INTENSIVE THEME AT OTHER 
TIMES. 

 
 Detail 

JACK fm will be a rock music radio station for Liverpool and the surrounding areas. The station will 
have a strong local theme within its news and information commitment; this must always include 
concentrated speech programming during weekday peak times. 
 
The music output will be a wide variety of Classic Rock from the 1960s onwards, with no one era 
dominating. A selection of current contemporary rock music from the past 7 years will form no more 
than 10% of the output. During non-peak daytime there will be an emphasis on less repetition of music 
tracks. Specialist music programmes which complement the main music mix can be aired in non-
daytime. 
 
Weekday breakfast output must include a minimum of 40% speech and weekday PM Drive must 
include a minimum of 30% speech. Weekends may include up to four hours of sports focussed 
programming containing up to 40% speech content. At all other times, speech will not normally exceed 
10% of output, except where occasional non-daytime specialist programmes may include interviews. 
 
Bulletins containing local news, sport and information must be broadcast hourly during peak time with 
a particular emphasis on local football and other sport. Shorter news bulletins with local content must 
be broadcast 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
 
Output will be locally produced 24 hours a day with no networking or shared programming.  
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“Sometimes I just drive 
my car with the radio off 
because I can’t find 
anything to listen to…” 
 
“I fancy Rock but I have 
to search for it.” 
 
“The stations just play 
what they think is 
popular and what they 
think is popular is what 
the kids want to hear 
today.” 
 
“Radio is not interested 
in us because we don’t 
buy enough CDs” 
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“Radio City has a 
corporate play-list that is 
sent to them.  They are 
told what to play.” 
 
“The radio stations are 
paid by the record 
companies to play these 
songs.” 
 
“The new music today 
does nothing for me. I 
like the great old songs.” 
 
“They just laugh all of 
the time; he is 
surrounded by ‘yes men’ 
who are paid to think he 
is so funny.” 
 
“Don’t just play the one 
hit song that we have 
heard so many times.  
These artists had so 
many brilliant songs on 
their albums.” 
 
One respondent tells 
how his son discovered 
his collection of vinyl 
albums and now listens 
to them all of the time 
“I have to keep telling 
him, ‘be careful with 
those things.  They’re 
treasures.’” 
 
Another respondent 
spoke of recently 
attending a Classic 
Rock concert and 
watching “18 year-olds 
and 50 year-olds 
enjoying the music just 
the same.” 
 
“Once the novelty [of a 
new breakfast show] 
wears off, it gets 
boring.” 
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REACTION TO JACK FM 
FORMAT DESCRIPTION 
 
“With you reading that it 
just sounds so easy.  I 
don’t understand why 
we don’t already have a 
station like that here.” 
 
“Liverpool is a musical 
city.  A station like that 
just makes sense for 
this area.  No one is 
honouring our musical 
traditions here.” 
 
“A lot of stations make 
promises in order to get 
you to try them, and 
then they change.  So, 
I’m not certain I believe 
that a new station would 
stay as good as that 
[JACK fm description].” 
 
“I would have given it a 
‘5,’ but to be honest, it 
just sounded too good 
to be true.  So, I figured 
there was something 
there that I was missing 
and dropped my score 
to a ‘4.’” 
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