
 
Format Change Request Form OfW 332 

 
Station Name: Magic 1548 (Merseyside); Magic 999 (Preston); 

Magic 828 (Leeds). 
 

Name of Person 
Proposing Format 
Change: 
 

Mike Phillips 
 

Outline Format Change(s) 
Proposals:  
 

 
The Formats of the three AM services mentioned 
above require one extended bulletin of at least 10 
minutes duration each weekday. These three 
services are part of the Magic network of 8 
stations.  The other 5 require hourly bulletins at 
peaktimes.  We would like to standardise the 
news requirements of all 8 by removing the 
requirement for an extended bulletin and 
replacing this with a requirement for hourly 
weekday daytime news bulletins on all 8 
services. This will allow us to operate a 
consistent schedule on all services whilst 
simultaneously increasing the frequency of news 
bulletins for all our listeners.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Operators of analogue local radio licences may apply to Ofcom to have the 
station’s Format amended.  Any application should be made using the layout 
shown on this form, and should be in accordance with Ofcom’s published 
procedures for Format changes (available on our website). 
 
Under section 106(1A) of the Broadcasting Act 1990 (as amended*), Ofcom may 
consent to the change only if it is satisfied that at least one of the following 
four criteria is satisfied:  
 
(a)  that the departure would not substantially alter the character of the service; 
 
(b) that the departure would not narrow the range of programmes available by 

way of relevant independent radio services to persons living the area or 
locality for which the service is licensed to be provided;  

 
(c) that the departure would be conducive to the maintenance or promotion of fair 

and effective competition; or 
 



(d)  that there is evidence that, amongst persons living in that area or locality, 
there is a significant demand for, or significant support for, the change that 
would result from the departure. 

 
Only one of these four criteria need be satisfied in order for Ofcom to consent 
to the proposed change.  However, Ofcom is under no obligation to give its 
consent, even if it is of the opinion that the proposed change satisfies one or 
more of the statutory criteria. 
 
In addition, applicants should note that, under section 106ZA of the same Act 
(as amended*), a proposed change that does not satisfy the first of these 
criteria (i.e. a change that Ofcom considers would or could substantially alter 
the character of the service) must, if it is to be considered further, be consulted 
upon, irrespective of whether it may satisfy any of the other three criteria #. 
 
In the event that Ofcom receives a request for Format change and considers 
that criterion (a) is not satisfied, it will seek confirmation from the applicant as 
to whether it wishes to proceed with the request (and, if so, whether it wishes 
to amend or replace its submission in light of the necessity to make it public). 
 
Please present your submission in the following manner: 
 
Section 106(a) relevance… 
 
The proposed change would remove a single 10 minute news summary from 3 
services.  However, this would be replaced by a formal requirement for hourly news 
bulletins throughout weekday daytime on all 8 Magic services providing listeners with 
constant and consistent access to local news across the day. We do not believe this 
change would or could substantially alter the character of the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 106 (b), (c) and (d) relevance… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any additional information and/or evidence in support of proposed change(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 
 
* As amended by sections 312 and 313 of the Communications Act 2003 
 

# Ofcom may approve a change under criterion (a) without consultation only in extremis.  While Ofcom will always respect the right of 
stakeholders to apply for a Format change in confidence, it is highly unlikely that commercial confidentiality will in itself be considered 
adequate grounds to approve a change under (a) without consultation. 
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