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Thank you for seeking the VWelsh Assembly Government's views on your recent
consultation document "Broadband Fixed Wireless Access (BFWA) at 28GHz:
proposals to amend new and existing licences for the next stage of the award
process”.

| welcome the proposal to make re-available the unsold licences in a further award
process. | would support, where possible and practicable, the removal of the current
“use it or lose it and “purpose of use” requirements. Their removal would provide a
means through which to stimulate the interest of operators in the licences and
provide them with the flexibility they require to develop these services. That said, it is
important to ensure that safeguards are in place to preserve against the danger of a
licence area being allowed to 'stagnate’ through an operator refusing indefinitely to
roll out services. This needs to be reflected in some way, | would also strongly
recommend that the reserve price for Wales be reduced in the planned award
process as the clearest and most effective way through which to stimulate the
nterest of operators in the unsold licences.

Whilst | recognise that making available BFWA spectrum at 28Ghz is not a panacea
broadband solution, it is nevertheless an important part of the potential mix of
solutions for connectivity. This is particularly true in a country like Wales that has
many rural communities that do not benefit from the more established terrestrial
forms of connectivity such as cable or ADSL and where BFWA could be used as a
credible alternative. | also appreciate that the take up of these licences has its own
challenges. However it is very much a step in the right direction in making
broadband more widely accessible and affordable.
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Yours sincerely

¥ i
Andrew Davies AM/AC
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