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ANALOGUE COMMERCIAL RADIO STATION FORMAT

Service name
SMOOTH RADIO (London)

	Licence number


	
AL039

	Licensed area


	Greater London 

	
MCA population


	
6,106,343

	Frequency/ies


	102.2 MHz


Character of Service
	AN EASY LISTENING STATION FEATURING EASY LISTENING MUSIC INCLUDING MUSIC INFLUENCED BY JAZZ AND SOUL AND LIFESTYLE ORIENTED SPEECH, TARGETING A LONDON AUDIENCE AGED 50-PLUS, AND BROADCASTING 12 HOURS A WEEK OF SPECIALIST MUSIC PROGRAMMES DURING EVENINGS OR WEEKEND DAYTIME. 

	Service duration

	24 hours

	Locally-made programming


	Studio location:

Locally-made programming must be produced within the licensed area.

	
	Locally-made hours:

At least 7 hours a day during daytime weekdays (must include breakfast) and
at least 4 hours daytime Saturdays and Sundays, unless the service broadcast under the licence is an Approved Version of the Service, in which case no programming need be locally-made.

	
	Programme sharing:

All programming may be shared between the services provided under the licences for the East Midlands (AL277), the North West (AL164), the West Midlands (AL265), London (AL039) and the North East (AL311), provided that the service broadcast under each licence is an Approved Version of the Service and complies with the character of service described above.

	
Local news
	At least hourly during daytime weekdays and peak-time weekends, unless the service broadcast under the licence is an Approved Version of the Service, in which case news bulletins, some of which may be local, will be broadcast at least hourly at peak time weekdays and weekends. Outside peak, UK-wide, nations and international news should feature.


Definitions

	Speech / Music
	Excludes advertising, programme/promotional trails & sponsor credits 

	Peak-time
	Weekday breakfast and drive-time, and weekend late breakfast

	Daytime
	06.00 to 19.00 weekdays and weekends

	Approved version of the service
	An “Approved Version of the Service” for the purposes of this Licence is one that corresponds to the Smooth Radio service (provided under national digital sound programme licence no. DP090) carried on the Digital One multiplex (licence no. DM001).  

It will so correspond if in every calendar month:
(a) at least 80 per cent of the programmes on each service are the same; and
(b) at least 50 per cent of the programmes are broadcast at the same time on both services.




Notes

This Format should be read in conjunction with Ofcom’s published Localness Guidelines.

Last updated: August 2010
1

