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Sharon White
Chief Executive
Ofcom
Riverside House
2a Southwark Bridge Rd
London
SE1 9HA

17th April 2019

Dear Sharon,
I am writing in response to your letter last July for the commercial PSBs to develop a
robust plan for improving the provision of children's content and to respond to Ofcom by
the end of March.
Over the last few months, a working group drawing on expertise across Channel 4 has
developed a plan to enhance our provision of content for children and I'm pleased to
formally share our plans with you, following a presentation to your team last month. We
are excited about the potential for our new plan to reach a teen audience with publicly
valuable, relevant and engaging content, and to build on and complement our existing
strengths in appealing to younger people.
Our plans consider the findings of your children's content review published last year,
which highlighted three areas of particular concern:
o
o
o

A lack of original, high-quality programmes specifically made for older children
across all programme genres.
A limited range of children's programmes that help children to understand the
world around them.
A limited range of original, high-quality children's programmes available

Channel 4 agrees that content aimed at younger audiences is important. The public
service broadcasters have a significant role to play in addressing the concerns you
outlined, alongside programmes and services we already provide for older children and
building on our experience of providing educational content to teens. We are aware of the
live debate about the lack of content for children across the broadcasting sector and how
the provision of children's television has been a key area of concern for Ofcom and
Parliament. We agree that it is important that children have access to high-quality, original
programmes that reflect and are relevant to their lives and interests.

Channel Four Television Corporation

Channel4 co uk

124 Horseferry Road, London SWlP 2TX
12th Floor, 82 King Street, Manchester M2 4WQ
2 West Regent Street, Glasgow G21RW

