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Introduction 

When a local commercial radio licence undergoes a change of control (this includes licence transfer), 
Ofcom is required, under section 355 of the Communications Act 2003 (‘the Act’), to undertake a 
review of the effects or likely effects of the change of control in relation to: 

• the quality and range of programmes included in the service;  
• the character of the service, and;  
• the extent to which Ofcom’s duty under section 314 of the Act is performed in relation to the 

service. Ofcom’s duty under section 314 of the Act relates to securing the inclusion of an 
appropriate amount of local material, and a suitable proportion of locally-made programmes in 
the service.  

Under section 356 of the Act, where it appears to Ofcom from its review that the change of control 
would be prejudicial to any of the three matters listed above, then it must vary the licence, by 
including such conditions as it considers appropriate, with a view to ensuring that the relevant 
change of control is not so prejudicial. In doing so, any new or varied conditions must be such that 
the licence holder would have satisfied them throughout the three months immediately before the 
change of control. Ofcom is required to publish a report of its review, setting out its conclusions and 
any steps it proposes to take under section 356. Where Ofcom proposes to vary the licence, it is 
required to give the licence holder a reasonable opportunity to make representations about the 
variation. 

In August 2021, Ofcom received notification from Quidem Media Limited that it had sold the six local 
FM commercial radio licences which it held, via various wholly-owned subsidiary companies, to 
Global Media & Entertainment Limited (‘Global’). The licences were as follows: 

• Banbury (held by Banbury Broadcasting Company Limited) 
• Coventry (held by Touch Broadcasting Limited) 
• Rugby (held by Rugby Broadcasting Company Limited) 
• South East Staffordshire (held by Centre Broadcasting Limited) 
• Stratford-upon-Avon (held by Touch Broadcasting Limited) 
• Warwick (held by Touch Warwick Limited) 

All six services were broadcasting as ‘Capital’ under a brand licensing agreement which Quidem had 
struck with Global in 2019.  

Ofcom has now carried out its review under section 355 in relation to each of the six licences 
formerly owned by Quidem. In doing so, we have reviewed the output provided under the licences 
in the three months prior to the change of control taking place, and considered information 
provided by Global with regard to the future programming of the services provided under the 
licences. 
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Ofcom’s assessment of the output of Quidem’s local FM stations 
(prior to the change of control) 

The Character of Service for all six licences, which are all branded as ‘Capital’, is: 

A RHYTHMIC-BASED MUSIC-LED SERVICE FOR 15-29 YEAR-OLDS SUPPLEMENTED WITH NEWS, 
INFORMATION AND ENTERTAINMENT. 

In the three months prior to the change of control, all programming was networked from Global’s 
London studios. The exception to this was Ollie & Si’s local drivetime programme which aired 
between 16.00 and 19.00, Mondays to Fridays. This programme was broadcast from Quidem’s 
studios at Honiley, near Kenilworth. Under a programme sharing arrangement previously approved 
by Ofcom, this programme was aired on all six licences, meeting the Format requirement to produce 
a minimum of three hours per day of locally-made programming during weekday daytimes. 

The station Formats all require news bulletins containing local news to be provided at least hourly 
during weekday daytimes (06.00 to 19.00) and at weekend peak-time (defined as ‘weekend late 
breakfast’). Under the brand licence agreement with Global, local news was supplied by Global’s 12-
strong Midlands news team based in Birmingham. The licences for Coventry, Rugby, Stratford and 
Warwick shared a common ‘Warwickshire’ bulletin, while there were separate bulltins provided for 
the South East Staffordshire and Banbury licences. In addition to supplying Quidem with locally-
relevant bulletins for its licence areas, the Birmingham news hub also provided local news bulletins 
to Heart West Midlands, Smooth West Midlands, Capital Birmingham, Capital East Midlands and 
Smooth Radio East Midlands. The duration of the local  bulletins, which were broadcast hourly at the 
top of the hour, was one minute and 15 seconds during weekday breakfast and drivetime, and one 
minute at other times.  

Specialist or themed  programming broadcast by Capital included specialist dance music shows at 
the weekend, and a Top 40 chart show on Sunday afternoons. 

The new owner’s plans  

The six licences formerly owned by Quidem will continue to broadcast as ‘Capital’, following their 
acquisition. 

In July 2021, in anticipation of Global’s acquisition of the licences, Quidem submitted Format Change 
Requests requesting an extension of the stations’ co-location and programme sharing arrangements. 
The request sought permissions for all of Quidem’s licences to share all locally-made programming 
with  Global’s ‘Capital’ licences for Birmingham, Leicester and Nottingham & Derby, in addition  to 
the existing co-location and programme sharing agreements already in place between Quidem’s 
services. 

Ofcom approved both requests in August 2021. Our reasons for doing so, and the change requests in 
full, can be found on the Format change request page of our website.  

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/radio-broadcast-licensing/amend/format-changes-2021
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Recommended variations to the licences 

Based on our assessment of the output in the three months prior to the change of control, and the 
new owner’s stated plans, it does not appear to us that the change of control of the six local 
commercial radio licences formerly owned by Quidem would be prejudicial to any of the following 
three matters:  

• the quality and range of programmes included in the service; 
• the character of the service; and, 
• the extent to which local material and locally-made programmes are included in the service. 

In particular, we do not consider that Quidem was broadcasting any programming that was not 
already reflected in the requirements of the station Formats which would, in our view, have a 
significant impact upon any of these matters. 

Therefore, we are not proposing any variations to these licences under section 356. 

November 2021 
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