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New on-demand proposals
The proposals are based on an analysis of 
audience demand and the changing media 
environment. In summary, the rationale behind the 
proposals is to:

– Meet the expectations of licence fee payers for 
greater choice and control over how and when they 
consume BBC content

– Increase the impact and value of the BBC’s 
investment in content. On-demand more efficiently 
matches supply and demand for programmes than a 
linear schedule

– Make the BBC more relevant to licence fee payers 
and thereby enhance the delivery of the BBC’s public 
purposes, including 'building digital Britain'.
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New on-demand proposals
BBC Management is seeking permission to launch a 
number of new public service offerings, which will provide 
the BBC’s existing content on-demand to licence fee 
payers.

– Seven day TV catch-up over the internet
– Seven day TV catch-up over cable
– Simulcast TV over the internet
– Non-DRM downloads over the internet

The proposals represent an expansion in the scope and 
functionality of the BBC’s existing on-demand services
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Seven day TV catch-up over the 
internet
The proposed on-demand catch-up facility 
will give audiences access to the BBC’s 
linear television schedule where rights costs 
allow. It will be principally organised around 
a seven day window from the point of 
original broadcast.
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Seven day TV catch-up over 
cable
This offering will make BBC television 
content available on-demand within a seven 
day window via digital cable (ntl: and 
Telewest) and Homechoice, building on the 
ongoing technical and consumer trials on 
these platforms.
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Simulcast TV over the internet

This will provide UK audiences with the 
ability to watch the BBC’s existing television 
channels wherever they have a broadband 
internet connection.
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Non-DRM downloads over the 
internet
The provision of audio programmes and 
material related to audio programming 
without Digital Rights Management (DRM) 
protection alongside the existing seven day 
on-demand audio service, where the rights 
holders agree that this form of distribution is 
appropriate.
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Key technologies - Release 1.0

Peer to peer distribution
Digital Rights Management
IP Geography
Multicasting
Unicast
Media players
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BBC iPlayer

The three internet-based offerings will be 
combined into a direct-to consumer offering, 
BBC iPlayer version 1.0, which will 
incorporate all the existing BBC players.

BBC iPlayer version 1.0 is designed to unify 
the BBC’s provision of audio and video 
content on-demand and to make it available 
to UK audiences over the internet.
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Seven day catch-up over cable
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