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Introduction 

When a local commercial radio licence undergoes a change of control (this includes licence transfer), 
Ofcom is required, under section 355 of the Communications Act 2003 (‘the Act’), to undertake a 
review of the effects or likely effects of the change of control in relation to: 

• the quality and range of programmes included in the service;  
• the character of the service, and;  
• the extent to which Ofcom’s duty under section 314 of the Act is performed in relation to the 

service. Ofcom’s duty under section 314 of the Act relates to securing the inclusion of an 
appropriate amount of local material, and a suitable proportion of locally-made programmes in 
the service.  

Under section 356 of the Act, where it appears to Ofcom from its review that the change of control 
would be prejudicial to any of the three matters listed above, then it must vary the licence, by 
including such conditions as it considers appropriate, with a view to ensuring that the relevant 
change of control is not so prejudicial. In doing so, any new or varied conditions must be such that 
the licence holder would have satisfied them throughout the three months immediately before the 
change of control. Ofcom is required to publish a report of its review, setting out its conclusions and 
any steps it proposes to take under section 356. Where Ofcom proposes to vary the licence, it is 
required to give the licence holder a reasonable opportunity to make representations about the 
variation. 

On 02 August 2021, Ofcom received formal requests from Imagine FM Limited (holder of the local 
FM commercial radio licence for Stockport) and High Peak Radio Limited (holder of the local FM 
commercial radio licence for Buxton) to transfer their respective licences to Bauer Media Audio 
Limited (‘Bauer’). Both services were broadcasting as ‘Imagine Radio’. The licence transfer was 
approved by Ofcom on 13 August 2021. Since September, the services have broadcast as ‘Greatest 
Hits Radio’. 

Ofcom has now carried out its review under section 355 in relation to each of the Stockport and 
Buxton licences. In doing so, we have reviewed the output provided under the licences in the three 
months prior to the change of control taking place, and considered information provided by Bauer 
with regard to the future programming of the services provided under the two licences. 

Ofcom’s assessment of the output of Imagine Radio (prior to the 
change of control) 

The Character of Service of the Stockport licence is: 

A LOCALLY FOCUSED BROAD MUSIC AND INFORMATION STATION FOR STOCKPORT. 

The Character of Service of the Buxton licence is: 

A LOCALLY ORIENTED, BROAD MUSIC AND INFORMATION STATION FOR 25 TO 54 YEAR-OLDS IN 
THE BUXTON AREA (WITH ‘SPLIT’ PROGRAMMING FOR ASHBOURNE AS APPROPRIATE). 
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In the three months prior to the change of control, all programming was locally-made and broadcast 
from Imagine’s Stockport studios and shared across both licences, as permitted by a programme 
sharing agreement contained in the Formats of the licences. The amount of locally-made hours 
comfortably exceeded the minimum hours of locally-made programming required by the Formats of 
both licences. We noted that, in respect of the Buxton licence, there was no ‘split’ programming 
output provided for the Ashbourne area (beyond bespoke local news bulletins), which the Format 
permits but does not require.  

Imagine Radio provided local news bulletins hourly throughout the day on weekdays, and also on 
the half-hour during weekday breakfast. At the weekends, bulletins were provided hourly between 8 
am and 12pm. Separate, or ‘split’, local news bulletins were provided via different transmitters for 
each of the Stockport, High Peak and Ashbourne areas, and were compiled by one full time journalist 
and one freelance journalist.  

Local weather forecasts were broadcast hourly between 6am and 10am daily, with local travel news 
bulletins broadcast every 20 minutes between 7am-9am and 4pm-6.40pm on weekdays.  

Imagine Radio did not broadcast any specialist or themed programming prior to the change of 
control taking place.  

The new owner’s plans  

On 01 September 2021 Bauer re-branded the two services to ‘Greatest Hits Radio’, in order to 
integrate them into its local radio network of the same name.  

In July 2021, in anticipation of Bauer’s acquisition of the licences, the previous licensee submitted 
Format Change Requests to Ofcom requesting the following changes to the Formats: 

Stockport licence 

• To reduce the required number of locally-made programming hours per day from ten to 
three on weekdays, and from four to none on weekend days.  

• To increase the amount of local news broadcast from at least hourly at peak-times on 
weekdays and Saturdays to at least hourly during daytime weekdays and peak time 
weekends. 

• To produce locally-made programming anywhere within Ofcom’s approved area of the 
North West of England.  

• To share all locally-made programming hours with other stations owned by Bauer Radio 
within the North West of England approved area. 

Buxton licence 

• To produce locally-made programming anywhere within Ofcom’s Central approved area. 
• To share all locally-made programming hours with other stations owned by Bauer Radio 

within the Central approved area. 

Ofcom approved both requests in August 2021. Our reasons for doing so, and the change requests in 
full, can be found here (Stockport licence) and here (Buxton licence). 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/223287/imagine-radio-stockport-fcr.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/223288/imagine-radio-buxton-fcr.pdf
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The information provided by Bauer with regard to the future programming of the services stated 
that local news bulletins would be compiled and read from its network news centres in Manchester 
(Stockport licence) and Leeds (Buxton licence). The bulletins would be of two minutes duration and 
broadcast hourly throughout daytime (6am-7pm) on weekdays, and between 7am and 1pm on 
weekend days.  

Regular specialist or themed programming broadcast on Greatest Hits Radio includes an album show 
on Sunday afternoons, and a US chart show (‘America’s Greatest Hits’) on Saturday early evenings. 

Recommended variations to the licence 

Based on our assessment of the output in the three months prior to the change of control, and the 
new owner’s stated plans, it does not appear to us that the change of control of the Stockport and 
Buxton licences would be prejudicial to any of the following three matters:  

• the quality and range of programmes included in the service; 
• the character of the service; and, 
• the extent to which local material and locally-made programmes are included in the service. 

In particular, we do not consider that Imagine Radio was broadcasting any programming that was 
not already reflected in the requirements of the station Formats which would, in our view, have a 
significant impact upon any of these matters. 

Therefore, we are not proposing any variations to these licences under section 356. 

October 2021 
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