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Section 1 

1 Introduction 
1.1 In accordance with the guidelines and procedures of the Public Value Test (PVT), 

Ofcom is required to carry out a Market Impact Assessment (MIA) of the proposed 
BBC Local Video Service. To inform Ofcom’s MIA, stakeholders are invited to provide 
their views on the possible impacts on their products and services resulting from the 
proposed BBC service. These impacts might be existing or potential; beneficial or 
adverse. 

1.2 The BBC proposes to offer an on-demand Local Video service over fixed and mobile 
broadband connections on the bbc.co.uk website. This would be available in 60 
different geographic areas within the UK. 

1.3 Please refer to the MIA Terms of Reference (TOR) for further details about the 
objectives, scope and timetable of this MIA: 
http://www.ofcom.org.uk/research/tv/bbcmias/localvideo.   

1.4 Further details of the proposed service are included in the Service Description on the 
BBC Trust website – 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/consult/open_consultations/local_video_pvt.html. 

1.5 Section 2 of this document contains a range of questions designed to help structure 
responses. Ofcom also welcomes any other relevant information. 

1.6 Responses should be reinforced with available supporting evidence whenever 
possible (e.g. consumer surveys, marketing studies, board papers, business plans, 
documents and studies referring to the impact of the proposals). 

1.7 Where they are relevant to the PVT assessment of the market impact of the BBC’s 
proposal, Ofcom will share MIA responses with the BBC Trust and the Ofcom-BBC 
Trust Joint Steering Group. If you would prefer us not to share your MIA response, 
please indicate on the cover that it is for Ofcom only.  

1.8 Ofcom does not intend to publish responses to these questions on its website. 
However, we may wish to refer to individual responses in our report of findings, which 
we aim to publish later in 2008. We will treat all comments as non-confidential unless 
you state that all or a specified part of your response is confidential and should not 
be referred to in any published results of the MIA. Please place any confidential parts 
of your response in a separate annex and indicate why you consider they are 
confidential.  

1.9 Please send any comments on the Public Value Assessment (PVA) of the BBC Local 
Video proposal (as opposed to the MIA) separately to the BBC Trust Unit. 

1.10 The deadline for responses is 5pm on 4 August. Responses should be emailed to 
warwick.izzard@ofcom.org.uk or mailed to  

Warwick Izzard 
Ofcom 
Riverside House 
2A Southwark Bridge Road 
London SE1 9HA 
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Section 2 

2 Questions 
Ofcom invites information about beneficial and adverse impacts on organisations. Please 
provide Ofcom with available supporting evidence where possible.  

1. How are your organisation’s existing or future services or products, 
which may be directly affected by the proposed BBC service, likely to 
evolve in the absence of the BBC service?  

In particular we would value the following: 
            

a. A list of those existing or future products and services that are likely to be 
affected by the proposed BBC service. 

 
b. Information that describes the characteristics of these products or services in 

particular: 
 

• a brief description of the product or service 
• user base (demographic profile, size) 
• platform(s) on which product and services are/will be provided 
• take-up since launch and projected take-up 
• a description of revenue streams (quantified if possible. Explain how these 

have evolved over time, and how this is expected to evolve in the future) 
• the costs of providing the service 
• other non-commercial characteristics 

 
c. What are your investment plans for the above products and services? 
 
d. How do you expect the overall market for each of the above services to evolve, 

over the next 5 years (i.e. what are the trends and growth forecasts)?   
 
 

2. Have your products and services already been directly impacted by the 
BBC announcements of the Local Video service? If so, please list these 
products and services, and explain how they have been impacted? 

3. What short and longer-term direct impact(s) on your current and future 
products and services will result, how and why will they occur, and how 
will they change over time; as a result the proposed BBC service?  

In particular we would value the following: 
          
       

a. How will the proposed BBC service affect: 
 

• take-up and usage of your products and services? 
• revenue streams of your products and services? 

closure, launch or expansion of your products and•  services? 
other factors  • 
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b. How and why would you expect the impacts resulting from the proposed BBC 
service to vary according to the following factors? 

 
• demographic profile of users of your products and services 
• geographic coverage area of your products and services   
• other factors 

 
c. What features of the proposed BBC service are likely to have the greatest impact 

on your products and services ( i.e. the impact of linking to external sites, BBC 
training, community media partnerships, etc) 

 
d. How will the proposed BBC service affect inputs into your products and services 

(for example content providers, journalists, volunteer staff, training)? 
 
e. How would the BBC’s impact on directly affected services indirectly affect other 

areas of the organisation? 
  

4. Please describe how you think any adverse impacts, resulting from the 
BBC service, could be minimised or positive benefits maximised? In 
particular we would value views on the following BBC proposals :  

 
• syndication of BBC local video content to third parties 
• BBC purchasing local video news content from third party content providers 
• web-links from the BBC service to third party sites 
• BBC Training (i.e. informal advice on shoot and edit skills) 
• editorial initiatives 
• partnerships with community media organisations 
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