


the practical realities of running a TV channel, for which content needs 

to be acquired months in advance, as does the effective planning of 

staff resources and scheduling. 

- To provide the level of certainty required to run the channel, we would

need timelines in the region of 6 -12 months and certainly no less than

3 months.

- Based on our understanding we would suggest that the reality is that

mobile operators will not even be close to being ready to deploy SDL

services in the duplex gap by May 2020. This would, in turn, suggest

that there is room to provide longer timescales and considerably more

notice to the broadcasters currently on the Com 7 & 8 multiplexes.

- We would suggest too that there is a real risk that a poor policy

position could leave valuable spectrum unused, which would have

reputational implications for Ofcom, given its statutory duty to

promote efficient use of spectrum.

In conclusion, we very much hope that Ofcom are able to adopt a more 

flexible approach to licensing in the duplex gap. This would provide Forces TV 

with the increased degree of certainty we would need to be able to continue 

to broadcast our channel 'free to air' on Com 8 during the gap period. It would 

also ensure that Ofcom is in a position to appropriately fulfil its statutory duty 

to promote the efficient use of the spectrum. 

I can confirm that none of the responses in this letter need be treated as 

confidential, apart from the e mail address and telephone number contact 

details. 

Yours sincerely 

Q.,....·.M> 1.-L, \,,._

David Hamilton 

Director of Finance 

 

 




