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In this application, Starlink Internet Services Limited (“Starlink”), a subsidiary of SpaceX, is requesting 
authorization to enhance the connectivity capabilities and capacity at the following four NGSO gateway 
sites, which are already licensed:  
 

Fawley (Licence number 1293217) 
Wherstead (Licence number 1293534) 
Woodwalton (Licence number 1293303) 
Isle of Man (Licence number 249304/1) 

 
Specifically, as part of its efforts to meet growing demand for broadband connectivity, Starlink is now 
requesting to expand the number of gateway antennas at the four sites above to connect to both its first 
generation (“Gen1”) and second generation (“Gen2”) constellations. The Federal Communications 
Commission in the United States has authorized Starlink’s Gen1 constellation for 4,408 satellites and the 
Gen2 constellation for 7,500 satellites. Starlink requests to add an additional 24 gateway antennas to each 
of the Fawley, Wherstead and Woodwalton sites for a total of 32 antennas at each and an additional 32 
gateway antennas to the Isle of Man site for a total of 40 antennas.  
 
By contrast, while SpaceX is committed to growing its investment and infrastructure in the UK, it will 
also return licences to Ofcom for sites that are no longer suitable. For example, on 5 October 2023, 
SpaceX surrendered two of its licensed NGSO gateway licences, Bristol (Licence No 1293048/1) and 
Hoo St. Werburgh (Licence No 1294111/1). 
 
The following information supports Starlink’s request to upgrade each of the sites:  
 

D1. Coexistence with existing systems:  
 Explain how your non-geostationary earth station(s) (“Gateways”) will be able to 
coexist with the following:  
• Existing non-geostationary satellite systems that are licensed in the UK 
• Non-geostationary satellite systems for which an application has been made and which 
has been published for comment on Ofcom’s website  
• Other specific co-frequency earth stations registered with the ITU 

and 

D2. Coexistence with future systems  
State what flexibility your Gateways have to coexist with future non-geostationary 
satellite systems. You should include measures you would be able to put in place if 
another non-geostationary satellite system were to enter the market in the future, and the 
expected benefits of such measures. Also state what measures future non-geostationary 
satellite systems could reasonably be expected to put in place to coexist with your 
Gateways. 

SpaceX currently operates seven gateway sites in the British Isles, located at Morn Hill, Goonhilly, 
Chalfont, Fawley, Woodwalton, Wherstead and Isle of Man. These sites currently each make use of 8 Ka-
band parabolic antennas and serve customers in the UK and the broader region.  

Due to growing demand for Starlink’s high-speed, low latency broadband service from households, 
businesses, and government customers, SpaceX is seeking to collocate additional antennas at four of these 
gateway sites. These site upgrades will take place at Fawley, Wherstead, Woodwalton, and Isle of Man, 
and as Starlink explains below, this does not raise any coexistence concerns for existing or future NGSO 
systems. With regard to currently planned operations listed on the NGSO Licensing page of the Ofcom 










