
Channel 5  

Channel 5 welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the 

programming commitments in the London Live local TV service. 

We note that these proposals to vary the commitments in its licence are similar in several 

respects to the proposals made by the licensee two years ago. Channel 5 commented at the 

time that those changes “would represent a substantial reduction in the station’s commitment 

to local programming and a fundamental change in its character”1. We believe that these new 

proposals, although different in some details, represent similarly substantial changes to the 

character of the service and should also be rejected by Ofcom. 

At the heart of the London Live proposals is a substantial reduction in the amount of local 

programming: 

o The hours of first run local programming would be reduced from 56 hours a week to 

just 19.5 hours 

o The hours of first run local programming in peak would be reduced from 2.5 hours to 

one hour (taken together, these two proposals would mean there would be no local 

programming outside peak at weekends) 

o The hours of first run local news and current affairs would be halved, from 38.5 hours 

a week to 19.5 hours a week 

o There would no longer be a requirement for any news and current affairs to be 

broadcast in peak at weekends 

 

These proposals are extremely far reaching, especially at weekends. 

Channel 5 has two fundamental concerns. Firstly, ESTV won the London licence in a five-

cornered contest on the strength of its programme proposition. This has already been 

significantly diluted as a result of the changes Ofcom agreed two years ago; but by going 

much further the current proposals would fundamentally alter the nature of the service. To 

agree to these proposals would be unfair to the other four applicants and call into question the 

whole process under which the licence was awarded. 

 

Our second concern is that by discarding so many of its local commitments, London Live 

would be able to develop a schedule that sought to compete more strongly with  existing 

national broadcasters; this was never the intention of the local TV legislation.  

 

We are particularly concerned that London Live wishes to reduce so many of its weekend 

commitments. More television is watched at the weekends - three hours and 19 minutes of 

television is watched on an average weekend day in the London TV region, compared to two 

                                                
1 Comments of Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd on proposed changes to ESTV L-DTPS licence, August 
2014 



hours and 51 minutes on an average weekday, a 16% difference2. It is probable that London 

Live wants to take advantage of this differential to present a highly commercial weekend 

schedule almost devoid of local content.      

 

Channel 5 has no desire to nail London Live to all the commitments it made at the time it 

applied for its licence. We recognise (as we did two years ago) that channels need the 

flexibility to evolve and develop. However we believe that taken as a whole the current 

proposals represent a substantial departure from the programme proposition on the basis of 

which Ofcom awarded London Live its licence; and therefore Ofcom should decline the 

proposal to vary the licence this extensively.  
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