
Your response 
The GSMA welcomes Ofcom’s consultation on making more spectrum in the 1.4 GHz band available 

for mobile services as well as the opportunity to provide input in this regard.  

The 1500 MHz band is expected to form a vital part of mobile broadband networks and provides an 

ideal mix of coverage and capacity. The mobile broadband spectrum available in this band could help 

operators deploy faster broadband services over wide areas, boosting the social and economic 

development of all countries that decide to take advantage of it. 

As a general comment, we note that the consultation has only requested input specifically on 

Ofcom’s coexistence analysis and in relation to the awards process, while limiting any consideration 

of potential alternative approaches or indeed the overall appropriateness of the outlined measures 

to protect aeronautical and maritime mobile satellite earth stations (MESs). The GSMA is of the view 

that more weight should be given to the proportionality and  ‘shared burden’ of the measures, given 

that any interference has no direct impact on flight and ship safety.  

Discussions of interference between IMT and the mobile satellite service (MSS) in the adjacent band 

have formed a crucial part of the development of the 1427-1518 MHz band for IMT services. 

However, existing regulatory approaches can give countries confidence that they are able to fully use 

the band without harmful interference to other services. In this regard, it is important to note that 

CEPT has developed a regulatory framework, including solutions for coexistence with MSS above 

1518 MHz, through ECC Decision (17)061, ECC Report 2632 and ECC Report 299.3 This framework 

establishes balanced requirements for both IMT and MSS.  

In this context, it is also useful to consider the experience of other administrations in finding 

pragmatic solutions to the use of this band, while adequately ensuring the protection of satellite 

receivers. One such example is Denmark, where the administration has implemented the protection 

measures suggested in ECC Report 299 and decided to have PFD limits for airports with traffic 

involving MSS use (e.g. transatlantic). However, there are no PFD limits for ports, as this would have 

disproportionately impacted the whole country and given that marine vessels have alternative 

procedures in case of MSS terminal failure upon port inspection. 

In reaching this decision, the main factors taken into consideration were as follows: 

• The intended use is in accordance with the pan-European, harmonised application, which is

established with a view to ensuring long-term coexistence with services in neighbouring

bands (including MSS).

• In spectrum management, all services are expected to carry an equal burden4 in respect of

ensuring coexistence. As a starting point therefore, any burden is on the party that has not

1 The harmonised use of the frequency bands 1427-1452 MHz and 1492-1518 MHz for Mobile/Fixed Communications 
Networks Supplemental Downlink (MFCN SDL), ECC, November 2017 
2 Adjacent band compatibility studies between IMT operating in the frequency band 1492-1518 MHz and the MSS operating 
in the frequency band 1518-1525 MHz, ECC, March 2017 
3 Measures to address potential blocking of MES operating in bands adjacent to 1518 MHz (including 1525-1559 MHz) at sea 
ports and airports, ECC, March 2019 
4 The relevant spectrum policy framework (Directive (EU) 2018/1972 and previously Directive 2002/21/EC) mandates that 
the allocation of, the issuing of general authorisations in respect of, and the granting of individual rights of use for radio 
spectrum for electronic communications networks and services by competent authorities are based on objective, 
transparent, pro-competitive, non-discriminatory and proportionate criteria. 












