OfFcom

I |
making communications work
for everyone

Reference: 1562825

Gloria Akinyemi
Information Rights Adviser
Information.requests@ofcom.org.uk

1 March 2023

Dear

Freedom of Information: Right to know request

Thank you for your request for information about amateur radio licence callsigns which are
available.

We received this request on 2 February 2023 and have considered it under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

Your request

You asked: ‘In order to apply for a Amateur Radio Full Callsign that is available on request as per the
OFCOM site ('Call signs using formerly issued prefixes are not available via the licensing portal and
must be requested on a paper application form (a fee is payable) Please could you send me a list of
those formally issued callsigns, which are available for me to request, the fee and the process by
which | request.’

Our response

We do not hold the data that you have requested, as we do not hold a discrete list of all amateur
radio call signs that may have been issued in the past. However, we publish details of amateur radio

call signs on our website, showing call signs that are unavailable. Call signs listed as ‘Allocated’ are

currently assigned to an amateur radio station and are unavailable. Call signs listed as ‘Reserved’
have been assigned to an amateur radio station in recent years and remain unavailable. Call signs
listed as ‘Available’ are available for assignment and may be requested though, as indicated above,
this is not a comprehensive list.

Any call sign not listed may be requested, if it is in a valid format for the level of licence being
applied for. We have published details of these call sign formats under ‘Amateur radio call sign
allocation’ on the amateur radio information page of our website, which also sets out the prefixes

that we use by default (‘M7’ for Foundation-level call signs, ‘20’ for Intermediate-level call signs and
‘MO0’ for Full-level call signs). If an applicant wishes to request a particular call sign with a default
prefix, they may apply online. The system will indicate whether the requested call sign is

available. A fee is not payable for a licence issued against an online application. To request a call

Ofcom Switchboard: +44 (0)20 7981 3000
Riverside House or +44 (0)300 123 3000
2a Southwark Bridge Road

London SE1 9HA www.ofcom.org.uk
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2F__data%2Fassets%2Ffile%2F0032%2F239099%2Famateur-callsigns.csv&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C2bd89f03a6e340e0c98a08db10240975%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638121519178193720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUOjXG9EgzwHvFqRG6TMh3Vw4TitlNZmeIKp2CVLHps%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2F__data%2Fassets%2Ffile%2F0032%2F239099%2Famateur-callsigns.csv&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C2bd89f03a6e340e0c98a08db10240975%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638121519178193720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUOjXG9EgzwHvFqRG6TMh3Vw4TitlNZmeIKp2CVLHps%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Fmanage-your-licence%2Fradiocommunication-licences%2Famateur-radio%2Famateur-radio-info&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C2bd89f03a6e340e0c98a08db10240975%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638121519178193720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2TW09Ja44lQyILRal%2B8YosbAHUvmEoAId1681cvaDrk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Information.requests@ofcom.org.uk

sign with a different prefix, an applicant must apply using a paper application form. There is a one-

off fee of £20 for a licence issued against a paper application form.

| hope this information is helpful. If you have any further queries, then please send them to
information.requests@ofcom.org.uk quoting the reference number above in any future

communications.

Yours sincerely,

Gloria Akinyemi
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If you are unhappy with the response you have received in relation to your request for information and/or consider that your request was
refused without a reason valid under the law you may ask for an internal review. If you ask us for an internal review of our decision, it will
be subject to an independent review within Ofcom.

The following outcomes are possible:
e the original decision is upheld; or
e the original decision is reversed or modified.

Timing

If you wish to exercise your right to an internal review you should contact us within two months of the date of this letter. There is no
statutory deadline for responding to internal reviews and it will depend upon the complexity of the case. However, we aim to conclude all
such reviews within 20 working days, and up to 40 working days in exceptional cases. We will keep you informed of the progress of any
such review. If you wish to request an internal review, you should contact information.requests@ofcom.org.uk.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a
decision. Further information about this, and the internal review process can be found on the Information Commissioner’s Office here.
Alternatively, the Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF
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