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Introduction

The Critical Messaging Association (CMA) welcomes the opportunity to respond to
the document “Responses to the call for input and consultation on next steps of the
release of spectrum within the frequency ranges 143 MHz to 169 MHz” dated 24
March 2014.

The CMA represents companies that work in the critical messaging field and at least
one of our members operates a number of 25kHz channels within the band; the
frequencies have not been listed but will be made available to Ofcom if requested.

On the whole the CMA welcomes the release of the new spectrum and fully supports
Ofcom in the way they propose to allocate the new channels. However, we do have
some reservations that are shown below.

QL. Do you agree with the proposed approach for spectrum management?

CMA agrees with the approach for spectrum management.

Q2. Do you agree with the proposed approach for Business Radio
assignments?

CMA agrees with the approach for Business Radio assignments however, we want
to ensure that the current users are fully protected against new interference. Para
4.22 indicates that only Technically Assigned and Area Defined licences will be
allocated using the newly available spectrum unless there is a need for the other
classes. CMA recommends that no other licence classes are made available even if
there is some demand, potential users should be directed to Technical or Area
Defined licences. This approach will minimise the risk of new interference from new
users to existing users.

Given this approach but in the unlikely event that existing users suffer from new
interference from users of the newly available spectrum then it is the new users who
should rectify the problems at no cost to existing users.

Q3. Do you agree with the proposed approach for Maritime and/or Land
Search and Rescue?

CMA does not disagree with the approach for MCA and LANDSAR. However, we
think that any incumbent spectrum users should be compensated for costs and
inconvenience if they directed to change channels.
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Q4. Do you agree with the proposed approach for Amateur Radio use?

CMA agrees with the approach for Amateur Radio use (and PMSE use).

Derek Banner
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