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Appendix F: Ofcom’s consultation 
procedures 
 
Ofcom has published the following seven principles that it will follow for each public 
written consultation:  
 
F1 Before the consultation 
 

1. Where possible, we will hold informal talks with people and organisations 
before announcing a big consultation to find out whether we are thinking in 
the right direction. If we do not have enough time to do this, we will hold an 
open meeting to explain our proposals shortly after announcing the 
consultation. 

 
F2 During the consultation 
 

2. We will be clear about who we are consulting, why, on what questions and for 
how long. 

 
3. We will make the consultation document as short and simple as possible with 

a summary of no more than two pages. We will try to make it as easy as 
possible to give us a written response. If the consultation is complicated, we 
may provide a shortened version for smaller organisations or individuals who 
would otherwise not be able to spare the time to share their views. 

 
4. We will normally allow ten weeks for responses, other than on dispute 

resolution. 
 

5. There will be a person within Ofcom who will be in charge of making sure we 
follow our own guidelines and reach out to the largest number of people and 
organisations interested in the outcome of our decisions. This individual (who 
we call the consultation champion) will also be the main person to contact 
with views on the way we run our consultations. 

 
6. If we are not able to follow one of these principles, we will explain why. This 

may be because a particular issue is urgent. If we need to reduce the amount 
of time we have set aside for a consultation, we will let those concerned know 
beforehand that this is a ‘red flag consultation’ which needs their urgent 
attention.  

 
F3 After the consultation 
 

7. We will look at each response carefully and with an open mind. We will give 
reasons for our decisions and will give an account of how the views of those 
concerned helped shape those decisions. 

 



F4 Consultation response cover sheet  
 

1. In the interests of transparency, we will publish all consultation responses in 
full on our website, www.ofcom.org.uk, unless a respondent specifies that all 
or part of their response is confidential. We will also refer to the contents of a 
response when explaining our decision, unless we are asked not to. 

 
2. We have produced a cover sheet for responses (see below) and would be 

very grateful if you could send one with your response. This will speed up our 
processing of responses, and help to maintain confidentiality by allowing you 
to state very clearly what you don’t want to be published. We will keep your 
completed cover sheets confidential.  

 
3. The quality of consultation can be enhanced by publishing responses before 

the consultation period closes. In particular, this can help those individuals 
and organisations with limited resources or familiarity with the issues to 
respond in a more informed way. Therefore Ofcom would encourage 
respondents to confirm on the response cover sheet that Ofcom can publish 
their responses upon receipt. 

 
4. We strongly prefer to receive responses in the form of a Microsoft Word 

attachment to an email. Our website therefore includes an electronic copy of 
this cover sheet, which you can download from the ‘Consultations’ section of 
our website. 

 
5. Please put any confidential parts of your response in a separate annex to 

your response, so that they are clearly identified. This can include information 
such as your personal background and experience. If you want your name, 
contact details, or job title to remain confidential, please provide them in your 
cover sheet only so that we don’t have to edit your response. 
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Cover sheet for response to an Ofcom consultation 
 
BASIC DETAILS  
 
Consultation title: 
 
To (Ofcom contact): 
 
Name of respondent: 
 
Representing (self or organisation/s): 
 
Address (if not received by email): 
 
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY  
 
What do you want Ofcom to keep confidential? 
 
Nothing                                      Name/contact details/ 
                                                             job title           
 
Whole response                                  Organisation                                         
 
 
Part of the response                            If there is no separate annex, which parts?   
 
 
 
If you want part of your response, your name or your organisation to be confidential, 
can Ofcom still publish a reference to the contents of your response (including, for 
any confidential parts, a general summary that does not disclose the specific 
information or enable you to be identified)?  
 
 
 Yes                                                      No     
 
 
DECLARATION 
 
I confirm that the correspondence supplied with this cover sheet is a formal 
consultation response. It can be published in full on Ofcom’s website, unless 
otherwise specified on this cover sheet, and all intellectual property rights in the 
response vest with Ofcom. If I have sent my response by email, Ofcom can disregard 
any standard email text about not disclosing email contents and attachments.  
 
Ofcom can publish my response: on receipt            once the consultation ends     
 
 
 Name      Signed (if hard copy)   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  




