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I welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation from Ofcom on the proposed 
Annual Plan for the forthcoming financial year, 2019-2020. This response covers my own 
portfolio interests, specifically digital connectivity and the islands.  

 On that basis, I would be grateful if this 
response - or at least the sections relating to the procurement - is not made public. 

The Scottish Government's ambition is for Scotland to be a truly digital nation; one that is 
vibrant, inclusive, open and outward looking. High quality connectivity is a crucial component 
of this and essential for enabling innovation and growth. That is why, despite telecoms being 
reserved to Westminster, the Scottish Government has developed programmes aimed at 
extending superfast broadband and 4G coverage. We recognise that public investment has 
a significant role to play in extending access to future-proofed digital infrastructure and 
services; but the regulatory framework is equally important - to incentivise commercial 
investment where possible; to support publicly funded programmes aimed at extending 
commercial networks; and to proactively consider options - including the potential for new 
regulatory approaches - that could extend good quality connectivity to any remaining areas. 

For some time, the Scottish Government has urged Ofcom to more clearly identify the 
regional dimension to telecoms regulation; one that better aligns national regulations with 
regional needs. In light of this, I welcome the planned activity under the universality theme. 
In particular, the work to explore technologies and policy options to improve mobile coverage 
will make an important contribution to our shared objectives in this area and help Ofcom 
build more of a picture of the underlying reasons why coverage has often been lacking in 
rural Scotland and what can be done to address these. 
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