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Ofc o m  
in n o va tio n re vie w@o fc o m .o rg .u k 
 

Re f. Co n trib u tio n  to  th e  Ca ll fo r In p u t: Stre n g th e n in g  th e  UK’s  ra d io  sp e c tru m  
re g u la to ry fra m e wo rk fo r in n o va tio n  
 
 

De a r Ma d a m , d e a r Sir, 
 
Op e n  Co sm o s  Ltd . (OC) is  p le a se d  to  su b m it th is  c o n trib u tio n  to  th e  Ca ll fo r In p u t (CFI): 
Stre n g th e n in g  th e  UK’s  ra d io  s p e c tru m  re g u la to ry fra m e wo rk fo r in n o va tio n . 
 
OC is  a  c o m p a n y fo u n d e d  in  2015  in  th e  UK a n d  h e a d q u a rte re d  in  th e  Ha rwe ll Ca m p u s . We  
b u ild , la u n c h  a n d  o p e ra te  a d va n c e d  sa te llite s  th ro u g h  th e  Op e n Orb it e n d - to - e n d  m iss io n  
m a n a g e m e n t o ffe rin g . Ou r a p p ro a c h  h a s  lo we re d  m iss io n  c o s ts , c o m p le xity a n d  tim e sc a le s , 
a n d  s im p lifie d  a c c e ss  to  Ea rth  o b se rva tio n  d a ta .  

OC h a s  re c e n tly a n n o u n c e d  Co n n e c te d Co s m o s , a  n e w LEO c o n s te lla tio n  th a t will p ro vid e  
so ve re ig n  a n d  se c u re  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  fo r b u s in e sse s  a n d  g o ve rn m e n t b o d ie s  a c ro ss  th e  
g lo b e . Th e  n e w c o n s te lla tio n  c o m b in e s  p o in t- to - p o in t b ro a d b a n d  with  d ire c t- to - d e vic e  Io T, 
e n a b lin g  u se rs  to  d e te c t th re a ts  in  re a l tim e  a n d  u tilise  a c tio n a b le  in te llig e n c e  to  a d d re s s  
th e m . It is  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro vid e  s o ve re ig n , h ig h - c a p a c ity c o m m u n ic a tio n s  in fra s tru c tu re , 
se rvin g  a s  a  c ritic a l c o m p o n e n t o f a  m o d e rn  d ig ita l e c o n o m y a n d  o ffe rin g  a  se c u re  Eu ro p e a n  
a lte rn a tive  to  e xis tin g  g lo b a l s o lu tio n s .  

To  fa c ilita te  th e  d e ve lo p m e n t o f th is  a n d  o th e r se rvic e s , we  b e lie ve  th a t c o m m e rc ia l tria l 
a c tivity, in c lu d in g  p a yin g  c u s to m e rs , sh o u ld  b e  p e rm itte d  b y Ofc o m  u n d e r th e  
De m o n s tra tio n  a n d  Tria l lic e n c e . We  a lso  b e lie ve  th a t tria l lic e n c e s  sh o u ld  b e  e lig ib le  fo r 
e xte n s io n  u n til th e  c o m m e rc ia l lic e n c e  is  is su e d , fo r a  se a m le s s  tra n s itio n . Ou r c o n trib u tio n  
fo c u se s  o n  th e se  a sp e c ts  (q u e s tio n s  1 a n d  2 o f th e  CFI).  

We  wo u ld  a ls o  like  to  c o m m e n d  Ofc o m  fo r its  c o n tin u e d  c o m m itm e n t to  in c re a s in g  th e  
e ffic ie n c y a n d  a d e q u a c y o f th e  re g u la to ry fra m e wo rk to  e n a b le  in ve s tm e n t a n d  
d e ve lo p m e n t in  th e  UK. 
 

Yo u rs  s in c e re ly, 

 

 
 
Ja m e s  Ce m m e ll 
Vic e  Pre s id e n t In s titu tio n a l Pa rtn e rsh ip s  
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Ca ll fo r In p u t (CFI) : Stre n g th e n in g  th e  UK’s  ra d io  sp e c tru m  re g u la to ry fra m e wo rk fo r 

in n o va tio n  

Qu e s tio n  1: Do  yo u  th in k we  sh o u ld  p e rm it m o re  c o m m e rc ia l tria l a c tivity u n d e r the  

De m o n s tra tio n  a n d  Tria l lic e n c e  (in c lu d in g  with  p a yin g  c u s to m e rs ), a n d  wh e th e r we  sh o u ld  

im p o se  a n y lim ita tio n s  o n  th is? 

Ye s , c o m m e rc ia l tria l a c tivity, in c lu d in g  p a yin g  c u s to m e rs , sh o u ld  b e  p e rm itte d  b y Ofc o m  

u n d e r th e  De m o n s tra tio n  a n d  Tria l lic e n c e . 

 

A lic e n c e  th a t a llo ws  th e  c o m m e rc ia l o ffe rin g  o f se rvic e s  b e in g  te s te d  su p p o rts  m e a n in g fu l 

o p e ra tio n a l d e m o n s tra tio n s  a n d  p re - c o m m e rc ia l d e p lo ym e n ts , a s  we ll a s  th e  va lid a tio n  o f 

b u s in e ss  c a se s . Th is  lic e n c e  c o u ld  b e  a  p re - c o m m e rc ia l “b e ta ” lic e n c e .  Fo r re fe re n c e , 

Sin g a p o re ’s  IMDA, So u th  Afric a ’s  ICASA, a n d  Co lo m b ia ’s  Min TIC a lre a d y p e rm it c o m m e rc ia l 

tria ls , wh ile  Me xic o ’s  IFT is  c o n su ltin g  o n  im p le m e n ta tio n  ru le s . 

 

Su c h  a  lic e n c e  wo u ld  e n a b le  se rvic e s  to  b e  te s te d  in  m o re  re a lis tic  o p e ra tin g  c o n d itio n s , a s  

Ofc o m  h ig h lig h te d , e xp e d itin g  th e  tra n s itio n  fro m  la b o ra to ry te s tin g  to  re p re se n ta tive  tra ffic  

a n d  o p e ra tin g  c o n d itio n s . Th is  wo u ld  b e n e fit in ve s tm e n t b y e n a b lin g  e a rly c u s to m e r a c c e s s  

a n d  re ve n u e  to  fu n d  fu rth e r d e ve lo p m e n t. Eq u a lly im p o rta n tly, it  wo u ld  g ive  c o n su m e rs , 

in d u s trie s  a n d  a c a d e m ia  p ro m p t a c c e ss  to  n o ve l te c h n o lo g ie s . 

 

Also , th e  a b ility to  re c e ive  p a ym e n ts  fo r tria ls , o r th e  c o m m e rc ia l a va ila b ility o f b e ta  se rvic e s , 

d o e s  n o t in c re a se  th e  risk o f in te rfe re n c e , wh ic h  is  a lre a d y c o n s id e re d  a n d  m a n a g e d  wh e n  

a u th o ris in g  th e  tria l u n d e r th e  e xis tin g  fra m e wo rk. Th e re fo re , a c c o m m o d a tin g  a  c o m m e rc ia l 

o ffe rin g  sh o u ld  b e  a  s tra ig h tfo rwa rd  a d ju s tm e n t, with  th e  a p p lic a n t n o t c la im in g  p ro te c tio n  

a n d  c o m m ittin g  n o t to  c a u se  h a rm fu l in te rfe re n c e . 

 

Qu e s tio n  2: Do  yo u  h a ve  a n y o th e r su g g e s tio n s  fo r h o w th e  tra n s itio n  fro m  tria l to  c o m m e rc ia l 

d e p lo ym e n t c o u ld  b e  im p ro ve d ? 

Wh ile  we  u n d e rs ta n d  a  tria l lic e n c e  d o e s  n o t c re a te  th e  rig h t to  a  p e rm a n e n t c o m m e rc ia l 

lic e n c e , we  b e lie ve  it  sh o u ld  c o n s titu te  s tro n g  e vid e n c e  in  su p p o rt fo r a  su b se q u e n t 

a p p lic a tio n . Th e  a s se s s m e n t o f su c h  a p p lic a tio n  sh o u ld  a c c o u n t fo r c o m p lia n c e  with  th e  

a u th o rise d  fre q u e n c y, b a n d wid th , p o we r, a n d  g e o g ra p h ic  lim its ; m e a su re d  c o ve ra g e  a n d  

se rvic e  p e rfo rm a n c e ; a n d  d e m o n s tra te d  c o e xis te n c e  with  in c u m b e n t a n d  a d ja c e n t- b a n d  

u se rs . 

 

Pa rtic u la rly wh e n  th e  tria ls  h a ve  b e e n  su c c e ss fu l, a n d  n o  sp e c tru m  m a n a g e m e n t is su e s  

re m a in  u n re so lve d , we  b e lie ve  th a t th e  tria l lic e n c e  c o u ld  b e  e xte n d e d  u n til is su a n c e  o f th e  
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c o m m e rc ia l lic e n c e , fo r a  se a m le ss  tra n s itio n . Th is  wo u ld  e n su re  se rvic e  c o n tin u ity wh ile  

p ro vid in g  c e rta in ty to  o th e r u se rs , ke e p in g  o p e ra tio n s  su b je c t to  th e  e xis tin g  te c h n ic a l 

c o n d itio n s . 

 

Exte n d in g  a  tria l lic e n c e  sh o u ld  n o t c re a te  a n  a d d itio n a l sp e c tru m  m a n a g e m e n t c o n c e rn  

b e c a u se  th e  e xte n s io n  wo u ld  a rise  o n ly a fte r th e  tria l h a d  m e t its  su c c e ss  c rite ria  a n d  

d e m o n s tra te d  th a t th e  se rvic e  wa s  te c h n ic a lly a n d  o p e ra tio n a lly re a d y fo r fu ll c o m m e rc ia l 

d e p lo ym e n t, with  n o  u n re so lve d  c o o rd in a tio n  o r h a rm fu l- in te rfe re n c e  is su e s . 

 

 


