
 

 

 

WARNING: This consultation response contains language and/or material that may be distressing 

Your response 
Question Your response 

Question 1: Do you have any com-

ments on our proposed approach to 

’content and activity’ which 'dispro-

portionately affects women and girls’? 

Confidential? – N 

I believe the four areas identified as “harm” that dispro-

portionately affects girls and women cover a wide range 

of harmful practices. I find particularly useful that the 

guidance has included image-based sexual abuse. 

My comment refers to two main areas. 

The first is pornography. While the guidance refers to 

pornography, it does so almost exclusively in relation to 

the harms to children. While this is certainly a very valid 

concern, which must be addressed, the harms of pornog-

raphy are also specific to women and girls. The guidance 

refers specifically to “extreme” pornography, but main-

stream pornography is rife with images that sexualise vi-

olence, humiliation, and submission that targets women. 

This is a risk for children, but also for the wider implica-

tions that the free spreading of these messages has on 

society (Tranchese & Sugiura, 2021 – evidence of the re-

lationship between mainstream pornography and “ex-

treme” misogynistic groups online is available in this pa-

per). The recent pornography review in the UK also 

points in the same direction. 

My second point is about your “other areas of considera-

tion”, especially in relation to sexual exploitation and 

trafficking. Digital technologies have created significant 

additional risks for women in the sex trade. One such 

risks is represented by websites that allow men who buy 

sex to post public reviews about their experience. These 

can be used as a tool to threaten or extract consent from 

women who are financially (and possibly legally) vulnera-

ble. Websites that also publicise these women’s “ser-

vices” become a sort of “consent by proxy” provider, as 

punters expect to receive the “services” they booked in 

advance, a concept that is fundamentally counter to the 

notion of consent (Tranchese, 2025 – evidence of the 

links between online reviews websites and misogyny). 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1077801221996453
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c0802016dc9038974dbc71/HC_592_The_Challenge_of_Regulating_Online_Pornography.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14680777.2024.2431599


 

 

Question Your response 

Question 2: Do you have any com-

ments on the nine proposed actions? 

Please provide evidence to support 

your answer. 

Confidential? – Y / N 

Question 3: Do you have any com-

ments about the effectiveness, ap-

plicability or risks of the good practice 

steps or associated case studies we 

have highlighted in Chapter 3, 4 and 

5? Are there any additional examples 

of good practices we should consider? 

Please provide evidence to support 

your comment.  

Confidential? – Y / N 

Question 4: Do you have any feedback 

on our approach to encouraging pro-

viders to follow this guidance, includ-

ing our proposal to publishing an as-

sessment of how providers are ad-

dressing women and girls’ safety? Do 

you have any examples or suggestions 

of other ways we could encourage 

providers to take up the ‘good prac-

tice’ recommendations?   

Confidential? – Y / N 

Question 5: Do you have any com-

ments on our impact assessment, 

rights assessment, or equality impact 

assessment? Please provide any infor-

mation or evidence in support of your 

views. 

Confidential? – Y / N 

Question 6: Do you agree that our 

draft Guidance is likely to have posi-

tive effects on opportunities to use 

Welsh and treating Welsh no less fa-

vourably than English?   If you disa-

gree, please explain why, including 

how you consider the draft Guidance 

could be revised to have positive ef-

fects or more positive effects, or no 

Confidential? – Y / N 



 

 

Question Your response 

adverse effects or fewer adverse ef-

fects on opportunities to use Welsh 

and treating Welsh no less favourably 

than English. 

Please complete this form in full and return to OS-Section54@ofcom.org.uk. 

mailto:OS-Section54@ofcom.org.uk

