
  

 

 

  
  

  
The UK Community Radio Network is the national organisation that represents, 
supports, and develops Ofcom-licensed Community Radio stations across the UK  

We wish to thank Ofcom for the continued working relationship we have as a sector 
body, and all their hard work supporting the Community Radio sector. We would 
welcome further and additional opportunities to meet and work with Ofcom for sector 
representation and would invite Ofcom to meet directly with stations more often, where 
resources allow, and these meetings or a tour are something we would love to support.  

In regard to the plan of work 2026/2027, we have the following comments for the 
representation of the sector.  

Community Radio Broadcasting Licensing  

You are proposing to; “We will continue to issue, manage, and maintain licences for 
all national and local commercial TV, digital commercial and digital community radio 
services and restricted analogue radio services. We will remain responsive to 
stakeholder requests to make changes to their licences where appropriate.”  

We feel there is a significant omission here in regard to Community Radio, as ‘digital 
community radio services’ are listed but not analogue. This could be interpreted that 
Ofcom will no longer manage OR maintain analogue community radio licences. We 
believe that the sector still needs to be managed and maintained by the regulator and 
would strongly advocate for this to be amended to reflect that the hundreds of 
Community Radio stations across the UK still have a significant purpose for the 
communities that they serve.  

In regard to issuing new licences for analogue Community Radio, this is a strong 
position for us and an item we have lobbied for since our foundation. While we 

  



welcomed Ofcoms statement of what comes next for radio post SSDAB, and we look 
forward to the consultation, we feel strongly that there is significant enough demand 
and justification for Ofcom to commit to issuing new analogue Community Radio 
licences. In particular, serving those communities that have seen a licence handed 
back OR cease broadcasting since the last full-scale round (and especially in areas 
where this happened against the wishes of the community), in those areas which are 
currently underserved by SSDAB or will never be served by SSDAB, and in those 
areas that no longer have any local radio service following the decline in local provision 
by the BBC and the homogenisation of the original local ‘commerical’ stations into 
national brands.  



 


