
Your response 
Introduction 

techUK is pleased to provide its views on Ofcom’s proposals for enabling standard power 

Wi-Fi to use the Lower 6 GHz band including outdoors, and for licensed IMT and licence-ex-

empt Wi-Fi users to access the Upper 6 GHz band. As an organisation, we recognise there 

has been differences of opinion and preferences regarding access to the Upper 6 GHz band 

for both IMT and Wi-Fi. Our intervention aims at reflecting the points raised by techUK’s 

members with regards to Ofcom’s proposals.  

Wireless technologies are advancing, with 5G networks improving and preparations for 6G 

underway. Commercial 6G deployments, expected around 2030, will rely on timely access to 

a mix of low to high-band spectrum to deliver ultra-low latency, high reliability, and massive 

connectivity. Mobile and Wi-Fi innovations are key to meeting society’s growing demand for 

high-capacity communications and supporting the UK’s future digital economy. 

Wi-Fi is evolving, with Wi-Fi 6E deployments and the upcoming launch of Wi-Fi 7 driving ma-

jor gains in speed, efficiency, and capacity. Wi-Fi 8 will build on this by adding advanced 

spectrum management and deterministic performance, enabling new use cases across 

healthcare, education, industry, and public services. As the primary means of internet access 

for households and businesses, Wi-Fi’s societal and economic value continues to grow.  

To unlock the full potential of both mobile and Wi-Fi technologies, timely and effective ac-

cess to suitable spectrum is critical.  

In this light, Ofcom’s consultation is both timely and essential. The decisions made now re-

garding spectrum access and management in the Upper 6 GHz band will have long-term im-

plications for the UK’s digital competitiveness, economic growth, and ability to deliver cut-

ting-edge connectivity to citizens and businesses. A forward-looking regulatory approach—

one that prioritises innovation, safeguards coexistence, and reflects the evolving needs of 

industry and society—will be vital to ensuring the UK remains a global leader in wireless tech-

nologies. 

Notwithstanding the above it is also critically important that Ofcom ensure the protection of 

incumbent services, e.g. fixed links, in the band which are actively deployed and integral to the 

effective and efficient operation of CNI in the UK. Furthermore, the CNI community are con-

cerned that the proposals to share the 6GHz fixed links band by Wi-Fi / IMT has not been fully 

considered or technically assessed from the perspective of likely impact to performance deg-

radation of incumbent fixed link use. It is also important to ensure protection of vital Fixed-

Satellite Service (FSS) use of the Upper 6 GHz band, and particularly the continued interfer-

ence free operation of Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) feeder-link in the frequency range 6425–

6575 MHz, as the use of such feeder-links is critically important in delivering MSS safety ser-

vices in the 1.6/1.5 GHz band in the UK and globally. 

We provide comments in response to Ofcom’s consultation questions below. 











































Question Your response 

Question 24: Do you have any other 

comments on our policy proposals or 

any of the issues raised in this docu­

ment? 

MFCN/IMT it will be only to address capacity require­

ments in densely populated areas comprising of towns 

and cities. 

Some tech UK members consider that Ofcom's initial as­

sessment of the likely approach to coexistence between 

future mobile use and current users in the Upper 6 GHz 

band is broadly along the right lines. These tech UK mem­

bers consider that the protection of RAS in the Upper 6 

GHz band should account for site-specific propagation 

effects and antenna characteristics in order to avoid un­

duly restrictive technical conditions for the introduction 

of MFCN/IMT or Wi-Fi networks in the band. 

In addition, the experience of the United States and Can­

ada shows that standard power Wi-Fi use under the con­

trol of an Automated Frequency Coordination (AFC) sys­

tem can coexist outdoors, at higher power levels, with 

incumbent operations in Lower 6 GHz band. 

Confidential? - No 

One element that needs further thought is how to ad­

dress licence-exempt very low power (VLP) portable 

equipment that can be indoors as well as outdoors. Addi­

tionally, Ofcom has not addressed the issue of interfer­

ence between MFCN/IMT devices indoors and Wi-Fi in­

doors, which is a scenario that can commonly arise. 

The growth and investment narrative are a unifying fac­

tor for tech UK members, yet it is notably absent from 

the consultation. tech UK members highlight the need to 

align spectrum policy with investment incentives. There 

is consensus on the value of a forward-looking strategy 

that recognises the complementary roles of Wi-Fi and 

IMT. 

Policymakers are urged to consider wider socio-eco­

nomic impacts, including implications for vertical indus­

tries, device ecosystems, and global competitiveness. 

More detail on user-market regarding devices and verti­

cal applications that contribute to this perspective 

should be incorporated to reflect the broader economic 

and technological implications of spectrum policy deci­

sions. 




