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Response to consultation on the assessment of future mobile competition and
proposals for the award of 800 MHz and 2.6 GHz spectrum and related issues

Rural Britain must not be left behind in the upcoming acution of the 800 MHz spectrum. The
recent debate in Parliament, 'Motion relating to rural broadband and mobile coverage' on 19
May 2011, was a very strong message to Ofcom of the need to address this issue and [ am
writing to reiterate the message of that debate, as an MP of one of the most sparsely
populated constituencies in England.

The 3G spectrum, sold off for so much money, has left so many parts of rural Britain not
covered. We must make sure this does not happen with 4G. There is huge profit to be made by

the telecommunication companies and Ofcom must ensure coverage Is as widespread as
possible and not just that maximum money is paid upfront.

Some will say it does not make economic sense and we must maximise the return from selling
off the spectrum. But it is important we are also forward thinking and look at the broader
economic benefits of extending rural coverage - economic benefits which will ultimately mean
better returns for the taxpayer.

It does not make economic sense to hold back the entrepreneur who can't reach their
potential and contribute to this country's economy in the years ahead because they cannot go
online.

It also does not make sense to stop a business expanding and taking on more employees‘
because when they need to grow, they cannot geta high speed connection. [ have numerous
examples of businesses in my constituency who are considering relocation as a result of this
issue. Please let me know if you want specific examples of these.

If you live in London, Leeds or Birmingham you do not think about infrastructure - because

you have decent connections. If you live in Darley, Appletreewick or Austwick in my
constituency you do because you do not have decent conhéctions - or, in many cases, any
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connection at all. 4G could help change that. It must extend to these unconnected areas and
not just provide better connections for the areas that already have decent connections,

This auction is vital for the economic future of rural Britain. I therefore urge Ofcom to
increase the coverage obligation attached to the 800MHz spectrum licence to 98 per cent.

Please let me know if you need further examples of how important this issue is for my
constituency of Skipton and Ripon. | also enclose a copy of a recent article that [ have written
reiterating my concerns.

Yours,

ST

JULIAN SMITH MP
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