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There is no more fruitful form of education than to arouse the interest of a people in their own surroundings
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I  t th  June2008

Dear Rhona

Re: Glenravel Local History Project, Belfast response to the consultation: Ofcom's Seconcl Public
Service Broadcasting Review - Phase One: The Digital Opportunity consultation

The overal l  airn of the Glenravel Local l{ istory Project is to create a new community based interest in t l tc
history of our city and to achieve this various art icles are rvri t ten by members of the group and published in
nulnerous newspapers and magazines. Today many people are extremely interested in the history of their
area. Many are coming t<lgether to f ind out about this and in different parts of our country there arc conrmunity
programmes se t up to explore the subject. We are a registered historical charity whose advicc is constantly
soLrglrt fronr other groups throughout Ireland.

ln response to Vour consultation and in relation to your main objective ol furthering the intcrests of cit izen-
consunrcrs: irr part icular, developing "a new broadcasting l iccnsing regime to f irstcr sclf-rcgulation and
broaclen cit izen/consumcr choice" we would recommcnd that Ofcom considcrs acceptancc of local comnrunity
te lev is ion as publ ic  serv ice broadcastcrs .

We have worked close ly with Northern Visions/NvTv on local history programming ancl we appreciatc t l te
social benefits, which community media and local television can deliver. Empowering cit izens to become
content providers and creating media which reflects and raiscs awareness of local issues and intcrests
constitutes a valuable public service. [t  enhances ski l ls, cncourages a sense of placc and owncrslr ip of the
city and has the potential to foster grcater cit izenship.

In relation to the development of local television in Belfast. we should be grateful i l  Ot'conr woulcl support
NvTv being carricd on Freeview as a local public servicc broadcaster. Such a development would cnsurc
that evcryone in lhe city has acccss to a valuable local servicc and would support thc efforts of al l  of us who
are working to Qreate a social ly inclusive society as well as nurturing the city's cultural and crcativc asscts
and ta lent .  i

1'
i

Yrurs s inccrc l l  t

ih\
ilt;' 

'.
Joc Baker l '
Dircctor i :


