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Small-scale DAB post-launch coverage change request form
Introduction
Before sending a proposal to modify an on-air small-scale DAB (SSDAB) service, licensees should read section 7 of the Small-scale radio multiplex licences: Guidance notes for applicants and licensees which provides details of how Ofcom will deal with such requests. The guidance notes explain:
The different types of proposals and how we will prioritise them;
The statutory framework applying to changes to the coverage of a small-scale DAB;
Our decision-making process; and
The circumstances in which Ofcom will need to carry out a public consultation on a specific change request, and how that consultation process will operate.
Due to the limited frequency resource available for small-scale DAB, licensees should also be aware that Ofcom will expect agreed changes to be implemented within 12 months. This is to ensure that proposed network enhancements elsewhere that might have used the same frequency are not constrained. Should an agreed proposal be subject to change a further assessment and public consultation may be required.
When submitting any SSDAB coverage or technical change request to Ofcom, the following must be included:
An electronic format file containing all proposed transmitter sites (using the table of transmission characteristics template); and
A completed copy of this small-scale DAB post-launch change request form with a separate ‘technical details’ section for each new or modified transmitter site. This table is derived from part B section 5.2 of the original application form. You should delete the example responses given and replace them with your own answers.
Ofcom will only proceed with considering proposals for site changes or new sites where written agreement has been given by the relevant owner of the site where the transmitter is proposed to be located. Documentation of this agreement, including costings, will be required. Entering into final agreement with a site owner prior to formal Ofcom agreement will be at the licensee's own risk. 
Where a change is requested due to circumstances beyond the licensee’s control, full documentation of the reasons for this must be supplied. In these cases, Ofcom will expect the licensee to endeavour to minimise any change to overall coverage and to supply details of all alternative sites that were considered and why these were discounted.




Small-scale DAB post-launch change request
Applicant details
Small scale DAB licensed area
Enter text
Contact details for applicant
Name
Enter text
Email
Enter email address

Telephone
Enter telephone number
Changes to the multiplex characteristics
Reason for the change
Explain why you are requesting a change to your licensed operating parameters. If the request is an enhancement or extension to your current coverage, set out the reasons for seeking the additional coverage. If the proposed change is to address unreliable coverage, please provide details of the types and number of complaints you have received (or noticed yourself), a description of the specific issues encountered, and a map indicating the areas where coverage shortfalls occur. 
If you are having to make the change as a result of circumstances outside your control, please provide full details.
Enter text
Coverage losses
If the change request will result in any losses of existing coverage (even if there is no net loss as losses in one area are balanced by gains in another), tell us the steps you have taken to minimise those losses, including how you have chosen the changes to your transmitter(s). Explain what alternative options have been considered and why you have rejected them. If you have not considered alternative options, please explain why not.
Enter text
Costs and viability
If the request will result in a change to the operating costs of the multiplex, explain how this will affect the multiplex viability, and also the impact on providers of the services carried on the multiplex.
Enter text
Programme service providers
Please confirm that all providers of the programme services carried on the multiplex have been informed about the proposed change, and that they are aware of any expected changes in coverage and costs, etc.
Enter text


Technical details
Site details
A. Transmitter site name
Example response: Ofcom Riverside House
B. Site description
Example response: Mast, tower block etc.
C. Location details:
i. National Grid Reference
Example response: SU 123 456
ii. Site height (metres above ordnance datum)
Example response: 123m
iii. Antenna height (metres above ground level)
Example response: 25m
iv. Maximum effective radiated power (watts)
Example response: 75 W
v. Site address (where available, with postcode)
Example response: 2a Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HA
Infrastructure details
D. What kind of antenna will you be using? Give manufacturer and model if known. If directional, give direction of main beam.
Example response: 4 wavelength co-linear / single 3 element Yagi / two tiers of Cardioid antennas
Main beam on 320 degrees ETN
E. Where will the antenna be mounted? What impact will the mounting and supporting structure have on the overall radiation pattern? (Please also provide photographs of both the complete building/structure upon which the antenna will be mounted and a photograph showing the agreed antenna location and state if planning permission will be required.)
Example response: Attached to the northern corner of the mast 25 m agl. Impact of the mast has been taken into account in the supplied antenna pattern. / Attached to pole on the side of the buildings lift housing. The antenna is above surrounding obstructions so no impact on the radiation pattern.
Add photos as requested / In accordance with the photographs supplied below.
F. Are you sharing the antenna with any other broadcasters?
Example response: No / Antenna shared with BBC
G. Where will the feeder cable run between the transmitter and antenna?
Example response: Feeder will follow the existing cable tray
H. Is any building work required and will planning permission be required, if required, how long will it take to be granted?
Example response: Transmitter will be in the building’s lift room / In a new cabin to be sited next to the mast for which planning permission is required which should be available within [four] months of application.
I. Is the site a listed building? If so, will any additional permissions be required and how long will it take for these to be granted?
Example response: The site is not a listed structure / is a listed building. Additional permissions will be required which should be available within [six] months of application.
J. Is any building work required? Confirm whether any planning permissions will be required and if they have been applied for.
Example response: No, existing infrastructure will be used no planning permissions are required. / Transmitter cabin still to be constructed, planning permission has been approved.
K. How will the equipment be connected to power?
Example response: Power already available at the transmitter location. / Power to be run from nearby building, agreement in place.
L. How will the equipment receive a programme feed (e.g. what kind of data circuit or connection)?
Example response: Fixed link connection direct from the multiplexing location. / Internet feed.
M. Give the site owner name and supply outline written approval and costings for use of the proposed site.
Example response: Name of site owner from whom we have formal written approval. Our outline agreement and costs are attached.
N. Confirm that you have agreed all the details listed in boxes C to L with the owner.
Example response: Yes, we have written agreement, see confirmation email attached.
O. What is the proposed on-air date for this site? This must be within 12 months of submitting this request.
Example response: 1 November 2026
Hole punching
P. How far is the site from the nearest housing?
Example response: Nearest housing is within 200 metres of the site
Q. How far is the site from the nearest major road (‘A’ road or motorway)
Example response: Nearest major road is within 2 km of the site
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